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REVIEW OF THE 1950 - 1951 SCHOOL YEAR
IN THE USSR PARTY EDUCATION SYSTEM

The following study, based principally on information gathered :
from Soviet republic newspapers and the Moscow and Leningrad preas, is :
a8 survey of the achievements apd failures of the 1950 - 1951 school :
year In the USSR party education system, In conjunction with
CO-W..17292 ; Whick dealt with the organization of the party education
system and with the initial claims made for the 1950 - 1951 echool
yeer, it is degigned to serve 83 a comprehensive review of a repre-
sentative school Year in the Soviet party education system. A short
introductory section 1s devoted to an over-all consideration of the :
achool year and to ce-tain general features of the party education i
yatem it-elf, while the wain body of the Teport 1s an examination of
the concrete situation within the several union republics. The re-
publics are arranged in the same order as in O0-W..172% to facilitate |
comparison,

Rumbers in parentheses refer to appended sources,

INTROLUCTION

From both the quantitative and qualitative points of view the varty educa-
tion syatem in the Soviet Union 18 eaid to make significant progress with each -
successive 8chool year, According to the latest available information, the to-
tal number of persons embraced by the political education program in the 1950 «
1951 school year was "shout 8 million." (1) ZInciuded in this total were "more
than 2 million" nonparty people and 500,000 Komsomols.(2) The number of party
members and candidates engaged in study came to 94.6 percent of the total per.
sonnel in USSR party organizations and represented an increase of 320,000 over
the 1949 - 1950 figure (3), which has been given as “about 5 million, " (4)
Therefore, Commurist participation in party education in 1950 - 1951 may be es-
timated as being in excess of 5% millions, Due to the inadequacy of statistics
for 1949 - 1950, it is not pPessible to ascertain the over-all increase in the
scope of the party education syatem last year over the previous year,
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ctud Tile breakdown of the over 2 millicn nonparty people eugaged in pelitical :
ie iy 0 1950 - 1951 15 as follows  abaut 900,000 in political schools and f
ln n-Stalin blography circles; more than 660,000 1n party nistory circles;

%e;jog 1{1 rayon evening perty schools and in evening universities of Marxism-

thatn 5m; and more than 326,000 in independent study.(2) It will be observed

t these figures total only 1,931,200 pius. However, the enumeration failed

to take into account the nonparty people in guci: gectors of the party education

sz'stem 88 circles for the study of historical and dialectical materialism,

circles for the study of political €conomy, philosophy circlies, 2-year party

schocls under city, oblast, and kray party committees, and iilgher partv schools

under republic centraj cemmittees.,

One of the factors adduced as evidencc of the qualitative improvement of
the 1950 - 1951 scheoi year im tie USSR party education system is the relative
lncrease between 1950 - 1951 and 1949 - 195C 1in the number of Communists study-
ing at the more advanced ievels of political training. Thus, although the num-
ber of political schools increased by 11 percent in 1950 - 1951, Communists en-
rolled in them decreased by 14 percent; on the other hand » Communist enrollment
in party history circles increased by 25 percent.(5) While the number of Com-
muniets engaged in independent study, "the most fundamental method of trainlng
in Marxism-leniniem," has almost doubled over the past 5 years, in 1950 - 1951
approximately 30 percent of the total USSR party membership studied independ-
ently, with the heaviest concentration of such students being in large Soviet
.ties.(6) This represented an increase of slmost 13 perczent over the 1649 .
1950 figure,(3) More than L0 percent of the total party membership studied
either indepei.erntly, in advanced party nistory circles, in circles for the
study of historical and dialectical materialism, in evening party schools, or
11 evening universities.(7)

Following standard Soviet practice, articles in the press on the progress
and results of the 1950 - 1951 achool year in the several union republics and
ir the Soviet Union as 2 whole invariably begin with favoreble comments both cn
tke rumbers of people engaged in study and on the students' mastery of their .
subjects. Then follcws an enumeraticn of shortcomings, wnich usually comprises
the major portion of such reports. When certain shortcomings are repeatedly
stressed, and when actual data are given to emphasize their seriousness, it may
be consldered that they nc longer appear merely as conventional concessions to
the Soviet practice of "criticism and self.criticism” in reporting on any activ.
ity in the Soviet Union, but can perhaps be used as the basis for appraising the
real accomplishments of the party education system,

For example, the number of pzople enrolled in ,rty education courses must
be considered in relation to continual press references tc students dropping
out of study, to courses breaking down, to poor and irregular student attend-
ance, and to numbers of Iné:pendent students whn are students on registration
l:sts only. In like manner, the achievements in study claimed for party educa-
tion students must be considered against the background of frequent complaints
about the lack of well-qualified propagandists and consnltants, the low ideo-
logical level of instruction, and the nonfulfillment of study plans.

From these considerations a number of cbserveiiocns may be made. Firstly,
it appesrs that the party overreaches itself in demanding ai the begsinning of
the school year that all Communists and en increasing number of nonparty per-
sons enroll in party education courses, witbout having an adequate number cf
iostructors qualified to carry out the requirements of the study plans., The
situation in regard to independent study last year, which bore the heaviest
brunt of officlal criticism, 1llustrates that even in sheer numbers of consult-
ants alone, party desires and capabilities could not be reconciled. With the
emphasis being on individual consultations, it is considered that one consult-
ant shculd be in charge of from five to eigh% stvudents.(8) However, with a
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total of "more than 130,000 consultants in the 1950 - 1951 school year to over
2 million independent students (9), the average number of studente assigned to
one consultant would be at least 15. Secondly, it is not unlikely that short-
comings in the jarty education system which result from the lack of student co-
operation may be unavoidable in 2 system in vwhich students are obtained under
pressure and in which the levels at which they aye to study are for the nost
part determined for them. Iastly, the fact that political study is a responsi-
b1lity in addition to the regular work of both the student and propagandist
veuld tend to make the aspirations of the political educaticn system difficult
to achieve in actuality,

RSFSR
1. Moscow Oblast

Nipety.three percent of the members of the Moscow Oblast party organi-
zatlions were engaged in politiral stuiy in the 1950 . 1951 school year. Com-
pared with the 1949 - 1950 school year, the number of Cormunists in political
8chools and elemertary circles decreased, while the number of students in ad-
vanced circles increased four to five times; a consideratly larger number of
Communists were engaged in independent study last year.{10) Thirty-five thou-
sand Komscmols were in the party education network. (11}

Total Communist enrollment in political schools was in excess of
50,000. Over 55,000 Crmmanists studied in 5,257 edvanced circies, and more than
178,000 Communists studied independently. There were about 55,000 propagandists
for the school system in 1950 - 1951; about 70 percent of the leaders of polit-
ical schools and circles had a higher educ-tion and more than 3 years' experi-
ence as propagandists. Directing independent study were 11,560 nonscaff con-
sultants end 4,160 seminar leaders.(12)

Progress in the 1950 ~ 1951 school year in party education in Moscow
Oblast was declared to be generally good. Shortcomings noted in the conduct of
political schools included interruption ¢ 1 total breakdown of study in some
schools, poor attendance, and the incidence of students dropping cut before the
end of the school year. Some rayon party committees were criticized for not
baving trained their propagandiste well and for not having controlled the work
. of political schools properly. Although a majority of circles completed the
: school year successfully, .erious deficlencies were found in the work of elemen-
’ tary history circles, Thirty elementary circles in Ramenskiy Rayon, for exam-
ple, failed to fulfill their study plans. These shortcomings were partly the
result of the insufficient training of propagandists and of errors in recruit-
ing students for study in circles. Although the overvhelming majority of inde-
pendent students fulfille their study plans, many Communists did not fulfill
{heir study programs, because of lack of control over their work by certain
city and rayon party committees and defects in the organization of independent
study -- ipdividual consultatlons belng subordinated to group consultations,
vhich in effect transformed independent study into circle study, Unsatisfactory
recruitment; ideologically poor lectures, and low student attendance were the
ghortcomings attributed to some evening universities of Marxism-Ieninism and
evening party schools in Moscow (blast, (13)

2. Moscow City

The 1950 - 1951 school year in party education ipn the city of Moscow
embraced over halt a million persons.(1k) This total included 387,000 Commun-
ists, or 90 percent of the membership of the city party organization.(15) The
number of persons in the evening university, in advanced histcry circles, and
in independent study exceeded the 1949 - 1950 figure by 40,000.(1k4)
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Of the Communists engaged ir political eds-a<ion, over 37 percent stud-
led independently. (14) To aid these students 550 series of le-tures vere organ-
1zed.(16) over 3,000 polfiical sckools were .n operstion in Maseow (16), with
8n enrollment which included 22,000 Communists.(15) Elementary kistory and bi-
ography circles, in which 13,000 Communists studied (15), numbered over
1L,000.(16) More than 40,000 persons comp.eted the study of the Short Course
Historr of the VEP(h) in advanced circles and independently, (17) “The 93 evening
Party schools » organized under the rayon party committiees and larger enterprises
of Moscow, trained over 8,000 persons, mainly secretaries of rayor party com-
mittees and Primery perty orgrenizations, trade union +eaders, and Komsomol work-
ers, (15) Rayon evening party schools graduated 3,500 persons at the erd o7 the
school year,(17)

Toward the end of March 1951 the Moscow prese reported that over 18,000
People were studying at the Moscow Eveniny Unlversity of Marxism-leninism and
its 25 effiliatea.(l5) Subsequeat references tc the evening university, how-
ever, gave the total enrcllment 88 over 16,000, of vhom ‘here were more thanp
2,000 secretarier » deputy secretaries, and membecs of the bureaus of primary
party organizations, over 6,000 leadirg workers of miristries and enterprises,
and "many" teachers, artists, scientists, and instructcrs e+ higher educational
1nsti-.xtic_a.(18, 19) About 6,500 persons graduated from the univer,ity in the
1950 - 1951 gschool year.(17)

The reason for the discrepancy between the early ena leter figures for
the enrollment at the Moscov Evening University mey be that the later reports
took into account the number of students -- & reported 12 percent of the total
enrollment .. who dropped out during the school year.(19) Poor attendance at
the unlversity vas slso n~ted in the Moscow bress, and the poor quality of many
lectures sharply criticized. To help students pass their examinations, indi-
viduel and group consultations were organized near the end of the school year
and additional days ellotted for taking examinations. (18, 19)

A general statement on the 1950 - 1951 school year in the Moscow purty
education system pcinted ~ut tnat more than 100 political schools and circluep
had suspended opération during the yemr, and that 7 percent of all political
Bchools and cirsles did not fulfill treir study plens, The low ideclogical-
political level of atudy in varlous political schools and circles and the {n-
competence of many propagendists were termed the most basic of all shortcomings
in these forms of study. The report went o: to say, nnwever, that ttere were
probably more defects in the syetem of indeperdent 8Tudy ~han i any other
form, (15}

3. leningrad City and Oblast

Almost 95 percent of the Communist Tarty membersktip and over 128,000
nonparty active workers (&k‘:ivnﬁty) were engaged Ln political study in the city
of Leningrad in 1950 - 1951.(17) No final figures are avallable for the over-
all student enrollment in Leningrad Oblast or *or the number of persons on any
but a few of the levels of the party education system ip leningrad City and Ob-
last.

While there were 639 political scaools, 1.358 nistory cireles -- ip-
cluding 300 of tk» advanced type -~ and 320 tiography cireles in leningrad Ob-
last during 1950 - 1951 (20), leningrad City and Cblast nad a combined total cf
1,734 political 8chools, 5,896 nistory circles .. 1ncluding 1,220 of the ad-
vanced type -- and 2,505 biography circles. About nel( of the party personnel
in Leningrad Oblast and City were engaged in indepurdent study; 6,800 consult-
ants were assigned to direct their study. (7)
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Over the Past 5 years yha Svening farcy Zchael under the Leningraq op. :
last Purty Committee has traineq and retragged 1L 1ts regular 2-year course and !
S-month courses more than 3,000 Party, sovie:, apq Komsome 1 workers. In the
1950 . 1951 gepnmt vear there were 774 Braduates .. 250 from the 2-year course,

50 from ‘the S.r ~nty course, and L76 rrom the one-month courges designed for re.
training Propagandigtg. Graduateg of the 2-year ceourge included 160 party work-
©rs, 53 of whom wvere rayon and ci*y party workers, 23 soviet workers, 26 Kop.

famols, ang h newspaper workers, of whom 27 wepe editors. 1Ip additioy to their
formal study, students of the Evening Party School barticipated ip practical

party work, For example, more thap 70 persons ip the Becond.year courge worked
85 consultantg in the party educati., system, 25 were Propagandigts for E_emen.
tary ang advanced circles » 8nd over 50 helped the Leningrag City Party Committee
and the Smol‘nmekiy Rayon Party Comnittee check on the work of Primary party

organizationg, Students of the Evening Party Senool &lso bParticipated directly

More than 5,500 leading party, §oviet, ang Komsomo1 workers graduated
from the Evening University of Marxlsm-leuin*.sm under the Leningrag City Party
Committee over the past 2 Years.(7) 1In 2750 .« 1951 there were 2,400 graduatesg,
vith 2,700 Passing on frop the first. ¢q the second-year courge, The univer-

€xcess of 7,000.(&2) The 195¢ . 1551 8chool year saw the establishment of a
new correspondence division for the rural mtelhgentsla.(?)

litical study. Criticiay was directeq againss: Propagandists who failed to at..
tend Seminars to increase their political maturity, Qg ’nu'nskly, Priozerskiy,
].esogorskiy, Vyborgskiy, and Paghskyy Tayon party cemmittees were 8cored for
not having ensured the timely fulfiliment of Study plans in circles and polit.
leal 8chools, Party control over independent study continyed to be inadequate;
many persons Tegistered ag independent students of Marxismd_eninism in reality
did no work at all,(7)

Information on party education in otker parta of the RSFSR 18 scattered
and meager, Of interest, however, are the repcrts o1 the situation in regard

while the Pravds editorial op 13 September 1951 charged that "not legg tan
half" of the Communists registered as independent students hag not worked at all
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People, Two hundred forty-four persons studied in the Higher Party School up-
der the TsX KP(b) of the Armenian SSR, and 14k 1n its correspondence divi.
sion,(2k) The Higher Party School under the Tepublic centrel committee gradu-
:tegsém(n g;rscns, tringing the total number of graduates over the past 5 years
-] «(2

The Evening University of Marxism-leninism under the Yerevan City Party
Cozmittee » With five affiliates attached to rayon party committees and to large
enterprises in the capital, had a total enrollment of 1,800, of which 570 were
Becretaries, assistant secretaries, and members of the bureaus of primary party
organizationsg s 275 were propagandists, 250 were weading workers of ministries,
8oviets, and trade unions, and 520 were 8cientific workers and vuz (higher ed-
ucational institution) instructors. (27)

Were frequently changed. The article vent on to say that due to the ineffi-
ciency of the university administration and to poor conmtrol on the part of pri-
uary party organizations and Tayon party committees, "a considerable number”
of students abandoned study during the school vear. It noted that in addi<iop
fome students did not pass the examinations, cthers were not prerritted to take
them; and sti11 others simply d1d not appear for them. The article emphasized
that Primary party organizations and rayon party committees played a vital role
in ensuring that ail students pass the examinations and that thege party or-
ganizations must create "suitable conditions" for university students to en-
able them to pass their examinations before - July 1951. From the above arti-
cle it appears that muny students who did not take their examinations at the
aesignated time and those who failed the first time were given another oppor-
tunity in examinations held after the normal date of the end of the school year
in urban areas, 30 June.(27)

Azerbe.ﬂzhan SSR

The 1950 - 1951 school year in party education embraced almost all Commu-
nists in Az rbayizhan SSR and more than 37,000 nonparty people.(29) A total of
6,550 propagandists conducted the studies 3 2,077 of these propagandists had
taken one-, 2., and 3-month training and retraining courses in the summer of
1950 undir city and oblast party committees and the TsK KP(b) of Azerbayd-
zhan. (30

Of the total number of 24,516 persons who studied in the republic's 1,652 1

political schools, 18,121 were Communists, An estimated 1,615 political schools

successfully completed their annual study programs. Some 2 »145 elementary cir-

cles and 625 advanced circles for tha study of perty history trained 30,728 and

8,24k persons, respectively. A msjJority of these circles fulfilled their study

plans. The 1,538 biography circles had a total enrollment of 26,611, about

9,000 persons of whom were nooparty people. Although no figures are available

for the number of, or the total enrollment in, rayon evening party schools , all

such schools were reported to have successfully completed their study plens, (30)

Some 2,091 persons studied in the evening universities of Marxism-leninism
at Baku, Kirovabad, Nakhjchevan, and Stepenakert. The 10 - 11 August 1951 Ple-
nun of the Azerbaydzhan Central Committee found "basic deficiencies” in the work
of evening universities: ineffectual control by party organizations over the
ideological content of lectures and seminars, poor student attendance, abandon-
rent of study by a large numbter of persons, and nonfulfillment of the require-
ments of the study Program by many students. Specific eriticism was directed
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against conditions 1n the Nakhichevan Evening University, with the major ghare
of the blame for the ponfulfiliment of the study program falling on the Nak-
hicbsvan Oblast Party Comuittee and, in particular, on its secretary, Aliyev,
;22 lglg(gcf))late handled questions of propaganda and agitation extremely

rly.,

A report 1n July 1951 on the Balu wvening University pointed out that at-
tendance for the 1950 - 1951 school year was still low -- not over 60-70 per-
ceént of the total enrollment -- and that some students had dropped out cop-.
bletely, others bad not appeared for examinations, and a number had been dis-
nissed because of poor attendance and failure to pass examinations.(3L)

The Centra) Committee Plenum Teferved to above termed independent study
8tiil ome of the most backward sections" of party education, staling "Many
rayon party committees and primary party organizations do not provide tle nec-
essary aic to independent students of theory and do not practice daily control
over their work, A considerable number of independent students of Bolshevist
theory ang history 1in reality do nothing to raise their 1deological-theoretiecal
level," The Plenum found that independent study was Poorly organized irn the
Gorodskoy aayon of the city of Baku, where the rayon party committee did not

of practical tasks ang amounted to learning bv rote one or another historical
fact or theoretical proposition, thus violating the "mogt important Bolshevist
principle” of uniting theory with practical experience. (30)

Belorussian SsR
——=-218828n S5R
Little informaticn is available on O - 1951 school Year in the Belo-
* russian SSR beyond that Worthy of note is the discrep-
a8rcy between the "more ; gure cited in 00-W-17292 for the total

several months later may serve as an indication that many fnitial estimates
were greatly exagerrated, Sovetgka Belorussi. s 20 September 1950, reported
that 298 political schools and 710 circles for the study of party history would
be set up in Mingk in 1950 . 1951; the same newspaper on 29 December 1950, how-
ever, stated that 173 political schools and 037 history circles were then op-
erating in Mingk.

The Higher Party School under the TsK KP(b) of Belorussia graduated 382
persons in 1950 . 1951, which brought the total nurber of graduates during the
past L years to 1 »500. A considerable number of last year's graduates received
grades of "good" and "excellent” on the state examinations. Some 1,648 per-
sons completed S-month refresher courses at the Higher Party School. (33)

The Gomel’ Oblast and Minsk party organizations have been sharply censured
in the republic press for poor work with intellectuals in the 1950 - 1951
school year. The indifference of the Gomel® Oblast Party Committee to the po-
Iitical training of the intelligentsia was cited a8 the reason for the breakdown
of study in meny circles > especially those under the oblast soviet Agricultural
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Mministration, Finance Division, and Public Health Cavision, in which, it wes
reported, the majority of the oblest's intellectuals are concentrated, Inde-
pendent study by the intelligentsia of the city of Gomel' was also considered
highly unsatisfactory.

Although approximately 2,000 persons, the ma jority of the city's intellec-
tuals, were registered as independent students, only orme third of that number
fulfilled their individual study plans. In eddition, 1t was found thet a large
number of students had dropped out of the Gomel' Evening University during the
school yeer ~- 180 for "various reagons," many others because "normal condi-
tions had not been established" for their study. An example of the absence of
"normal conditions" was provided by the deputy chief of the cblast soviet Agri-
cultural Administration » Who reported that he was forced to abardon study be-
céuse of the frequency with which the oblast party committee would call him out
of clats to obtain information from him. last year, the oblast party committee
opened an affiliate of the evening university in Rechitsa » but because of the
commitiee’s failure to provide the affiliate with an adequate number of in-
structors, classes frequently broke down.(3%)

A "considerable number" of Minsk intellectuals were not drawn nto rarty
education in 1950 - 1951, and many who were enrolled in the various sections of
the system attended classes irregularly. The most serious shortcoming in the
conduct of party education for the intelligentsia of Minsk was the low {deo-
~ogical level of political studies.(35)

A survey of the over-ali situation in the party education gystem in Belo-
russia in 1950 - 1651 pointed to independent study as the weskest of all the
forms of political s5tudy. Not enough emphasis had been placed or the individual
needs of the students, DALY persons having been assigned identical reading lists
and given the same deadlines for completing thLeir readings. Party organiza- i
tloue had not properly supervisged independent study, which led to the fact that ;
many Communists regigtered as independent students did not read a single work 1
on Marxism-lerinisno. Specific censure for its poor supervision over independ- !
ent study vas meted out to the Brest Oblast Party Committee.(36)

Estonian SSR

No total figures are availshle for persons engaged in political education
in Estonia in 1950 - 1951.

The Evening University of Marxism-Leninism under the Tallin {ity Party Com-
mittee graduasted 173 persons at the end of the last school year, and it was an-
ticipated that, in addition, over 25 would complete their stidies in the autumn
of 1951. Seventy-four party members and candidates were among the graduates,
Over the past 5 years about 900 people have completed courses at the univer-
sity.(37)

In the city of Tallin 1,028 Communists served in the politicel educetion
system as lecturers, propagandists, seminar leaders, consuitants; and special-
ists in teaching methodology. Four lecture cycles were organized for students

% cf Bolshevist tbeory on the Listory of the VKP(b), philosophy, political economy,
foreign policy of the USSR, and contemporary irternatinnel relations. Figures
fer the number of students engaged in political education in Tallin are aveil.
sble only for those pursuing independent study, totaling 1,264.(38)

In bis report to the Seventh Tallin City Party Conference, held on 24 - 25
March 1951, A. Kryundel', secretary of the Tallin City Farty Committee, pointed
to "meny basic shortcomings” in the conduct of party education last yesr, Among
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them, ke stated, were the weax ccntrol by purty orgenizaticns over the ideologi-
cal content of lectures, the low ideological level of study in 8 number of po-
1itical schools and circles » the pcor attendance, not excezding 50 percent of
total enrollment, in politisal schocls and circles in many industrial enter-
prises and institutions, and instances of complete breakdown of study. (38)

A uniqLs phencmenon in the Soviet party educetion system was the appearance
in the Estonian press in July 1951 of advertisements for students for the Eve
ning University under the Tallin City Party Committee (39) and for the Evening
Univeraity under the Tallin Officers' Garrison House. (40) Apparently, party
organizations in Tallin are unable to carry out successfully their recruitment
responsibilities, and this may be an indication of continuing organizational
veaknessy of the Communist Party in Estonia.(b])

Georgian SSR

Statistice for party educstion in the Georgian SSR in 2950 - 1951 are lim-
ited almost exclusively to the city of Tbilisi, where a reported 37,500 party
members and candidates, or 91 percent of all Communists in the ecity's party or-
ganization, were engaged in political training. In addition, 2,200 Komsomole
and about 5,000 nonparty people studied in the various forms of the political
education system in Tvilisi, Twenty thousand persons undertook independent
study, while 870 political mchools and circles trained 16,500 persons. The Eve-
ning University, with its five aff{liates, had an enrollmeni of 1,834, (42)

Tbilied had s5ix times as many advanced party history circles last vear as
it hed in 1949 - 1950. Circles for the study of dialectical and historical ma- :
terialism wers in operation for the first time last year. Some 2,625 propagand - ‘
ists and consultants were assigned to diract eircles and give guldance to in- '
dependent students.(42) :

All of the 147 students of the final (second-year) course at the Higher . i
Party Sckool under the TgK KP(b) of Georgia passed the examinations and received
diplomas. Thirty.six persons graduated with "honors." (43) . !

A conference of the heads of propaganda and sgitation sect.ons of oblast,
city, and rayon party committees in the Georgian S5SR, held in the middle of Sep-
tember 1951, found that the main shortcoming in the party education system last
year was the unsatisfactory work of some party organizations in their guidance

. of independent. study. The usual deficiercles in the conduct of independent
study were cited.(lb)

Karelo-Finnish SSR

Information on party education in the Karelc-Finnish SSR last year is very ‘
meager, The republic press in May 1951 revealed that 269 political schools, ;
815 c¢ircles for the study of party history and theory, and 33 evening party ‘
rchocle were in operation in 1950 - 1951, It was noted that in Rugozerskiy,

Segozerskiy, Olonetskiy, and several other rayons, where study in political
schocls and circles had frequently broken down during the school year, instruc-
tors vere speeding up work in order to cover all the materisl on time, This
procedure was sharply criticized, it being recommended that, Iinstead of these
disorganized speed-ups, courses should either be extended beyond the normal end
of the school year or,in cases where study was greatly behind schedule , some of
the material should be absorbed into the prograx of the coming year. "Espe-
cially serious shortcomings” were noted in the conduct of independent study.(45)
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Kazakh SSR

At the beginning of the 1950 - 1951 school year the Kazakh SSR press re-
ported that 11,868 political schools and circles, 275 rayon party schools, and
17 evening universities had been set up, and that 95.5 percent of the repub-
11c's Communists were engaged in political stud,.(k6) The only subsequent sta-
tistical informatiou on the over-all party education system in the republic is

’gh.at the Z)L'I evening universities together had a total enrollment of more than
,000, (47

About 19,000 Communists anpd 7,000 nonparty people studied last Yyear in the
city of Alma-Ata, 5,000 of the total number studying independently. More than
800 persons worked as propagandists for circles and political schoolis. (48)

Criticism of shortcomings in political study was focused, for the most
part, on unqualified propagandists, poor supervision of indeperdent study, and
poor attendance in political schools and circles. A congiderable number of po-
litical schools and circles in "many rayons of several oblastg" were found to
be lacking in well-trained propagandists, and seminars for propagandists were
rarely held.(49) Party organizations in Gur'ye and Aktyubinsk oblasts, in par-
ticular, were said to be remiss in obtaining qualified propagandists for their
political echools and circles, and, as a result, courses were conducted on a
low fdeclogical level , and many students abandoned study. (50)

As far as independent study was concerned » 8pecial lectures were poorly
organized and consultants' aid to students inadequate.(51) Because of the lack
of proper control over indeperdent study, a number of Communists supposedly
studying independently in reality did no work. This was true particularly in
East Kazakhstan and Akmolinsk oblasts. (5¢)

In preparing for the new (1951 - 1952) school year, party organizations
7ere warned agaiust repeating the migteke, which many made in 1950 - 1951, of
recruiting students on a mass, "mechanical” basis, without regard for the gen-
eral educational and political background of each individusl. This incorrect
methol of recruitment was given as one of the reasons for poor student attend-
ance and unsatiefactory progress in many instances.(51)

K1 rgiz S8R

There were 1,011 circles for the ctudy of the biographies of Lenin and
Stalin, with an enrollment of more than 13,000 Communists and nonparty people,
and over 13,000 independent students., These are the only over-all figures pub-
lished for the 1950 - 1951 party education system in the Kirgiz SSR.(52)

Over the past 5 years 589 people have graduated from the Higher Pa.ty
School under the repubiic central comnittee. In 1950 - 1951, 149 graduated
{116 men and 33 women) and 39 completed the S-month retraining course. Of the
graduates, 68 percent vere Kirgiz, the remainder being Russians , Ukrainians,
Uzbeks, Tatars, Kazakhs, and others. The State Examining Commission announced
thet a majority of the students demonstrated a profound knowledge of their sub-
Jects on their examinations.(53)

In Dzhalal-Abad Oblast in 1950 - 1951 there were threc city and ten rayon
evening perty schools, 179 basic history circles, 16 advanced circles , 12k po-
litical schools, and 168 biography circles.(5h)

In evalusting the progress of the school Year, A, Kazanskiy, Deputy Chief
of the Propagande and Agitation Sectlion of the TsK KP(b) of Kirgiz SSR, reported
that courses in many circles and political schools were on a low ideological
level and falled to keep up with the study programs. Some rayon rarty schools
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and a large number of circles and politicel schools had not fulfilled their pro-
grams by the end of the school year. Also, many independent students did not
meet the requirements of their study plans. Serious shortcomings in the direc-
tion of party education vere imputed to tie Talass and Issyk-Kul' oblast party
comnittees, while the Osh and Dzhalal-Abad oblast party cormittees were criti-
clzed for baving sent many propagandists from their echools and circles on party
assignments for prolonged periods of time. (52)

Latvian SSR

More than 95 percent of the Communists in party crganizations of the Lat-
vian SSK were engaged in political study in 1950 - 1951, end more than 12,000
of them studied independently. The various forms of political study included
854 political schools » 1,322 circles of the basic and advanced type, 175 biog-
raphy circles, T4 evening party schcols under rayon and city party committees,
and 3 evening universities. The number of nonparty active worlters participating
in political education was 4} times greater than in the previous year.(55)

In the city of Jliga the number of rayon evening party schools increased
last year from nine to 13, and the number of students almost doubled. The num-
ber of advanced history circles was "somewhat nigher" and 14 circles devoted to
dialectical and historical materialism, political economy, USSR foreign policy,
and international relations were set up. About 3,800 persons studied independ-
ently. The Riga Evening University and its affiliates had a total enrollment
in excess of 3,000. Increasing numbers of nonperty workers, especially those
beloanging to the intelligentsia, participated ir -arty education (the 15,440 of
1950 - 1951 represented an increase of 3,000 ove. the previous year's totel).(56)

The three evening universities under the Riga, Daugavpils, and Liyepaya
c¢lty party committees together had a total enrollment of about 3,500 persons,
among whom there were 1,844 party members and candidates. Considering that
there were over 3,000 students in the Riga Evening University (3,200, according
ts Sovetskaya latviya, 19 April 1951), enrollment at the other two universities
vac of necessity very smell. And it seems from the following that this small
enrollment neither resulted from a careful selection of students nor proved to
be advantageous for the work of these two universities: In Daugavpils Univer-
sity 15 students had no secondary educaticm and a "r-onsiderable number” of stu-
dents dropped out during the 1950 - 1951 school year; in Liyepaya University
those who discontinued study "for no valid reason or because of academic inep-
titude” numbered £1. Some of the lectures in all three evening universities
were reported to be on a low ideologicel level. An example of this "low ideo-
logical level" was furnished by the criticism directed at a certain lecturer who
failed to reveal the prinrity of Russien scientists in many of the most impor-
tanc scientific discoveries.(57)

According to O. Strod, chief of the Propaganda and Agitation Sectiom of
the TsX KP(b) of Latvia, the main error made by party organizations in the 1950
- 1951 party education system was their underestimation of the essential role
performed by the propagandist. Strod stated that rural party organizations, in
particular, often assigned Communists with insufficient political training and
teaching experience as propagandists. The value of seminars for propagendists
was also underratsd by rayon party committees, he said. Staffing the political
education network with unqualified propagendists brought about the result that
"gtudents of political schools and circles were inedequately trained in the
spirit of Bolshevist vigilence and irreconcilability with all manifestations of
remnants of capitalism and bourgeois ideclogy."

Independent study was termed by Strod the weakest link in the party educa-

tion system. In the city of Riga, he said, around 40 percent of the independent
gtudents failed to £ulfill their individual study plans. Many, consultants
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substituted group consultations for individusl interviews , and in Liyepaya all
Communists were given the same reading lists end the same deadlines for cover-
ing the prescribed material.(58)

An over-all survey on party eflucation in Riga showed that, while there wvas
Some improvement in the organization of political study in 1950 - 1951, the
ideological level of courses was in general lov, student attendance poor, and
rayon seminars for propagandists poorly attended, The vear's study plans were
not fulfilled by 130 of the city's political schools &nd circles.(56)

In the Stalinskiy Rayon of Riga the inadequate general education back-
ground of a "great number of young Communists" was viewed as & serious obgtacle
to their mastery of Marxist-Leninist theory and to the raising of their pro-
Tessional qualifications. Many Communists and Komsomols lagged behind in their
studies in the 1950 - 1951 school year in the party and Komsomol political edu-
cation system beccuse of their poor academic preparation. "Dozens of members
and ce(md.;.dates of the party” were found not %o have even a seventh-grade educa-
tion. (59

Lithuanian SSR

The various forms of party education in the Lithuanian SSR 4in 1950 - 1651
eumbraced S4 percent of the republ’c’s Communists and s "considersble number” of
nonparty people.(60) This is the only over-all figure reported for Lithuania,

In Vil'nyus Oblast about 25 ,000 Communigts and nonparty people engaged in
party education, and 756 propagandists directed the studies. Improvement in
party orgauizational and party political work and the more succes¢ful solution
of economic tesks by many rayorn party organizations were reported to be scme of
the resilts of the party education program. Some rayon party committees, how-
ever, were accused of having directed study in political schools ard circl<s in
& superficial manner. The work of many circles was suspended last year because
of the frequency with vhich propagandists were sent away on party missions. In
Druskininkskiy, Anikskchyayskiy, Varenskiy, Eysbishkskiy, Nemenchingkiy, and
Shal'chininkskiy rayons, the organization of study was completely unsatisfac-
tory, and, comsequently, the operation of many circles and schools brok
down. (61)

Moldaviasn SSR

Statistics for party education in the Moldavian SSR provide one with the
unique opportunity of estimating, however approximately, the number of pecple
in a republic who unsuccessfully pursued the party education program in 1950 -
1951.

In his report to the Third Congress of the Communist Party of Moldavia,
30 March 1951, L. I. Brezhnev, secretary of the TsK KP(b) of Moldavia, announced
that more than 29,000 Communists, or 9% percent of the republic's tota:, and
over 30,000 nonparty people were studying in the party education network dur-
ing the 195C - 1951 year,(62) An April press report confirmed these figures,
placirg, incidentally, virtuslly all the nonparty people in political schocls
end circles.(63) On 6 May 1951, i1t was stated that more than 58,000 people were
engaged in party education, an increase of 25,000 over the 1949 - 1950 total. (66)

In August 1951, however, K. Chernenko, chief of the Propaganda and Agita-
tion Section of the TsK KP(b) of Moldavia, reported that 53,000 persons, in-
cluding 25,000 Communists, had completed the school year and successfully ful-
filled their study programs.(64) Thue, it would appear that some £,000-7,000
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-~ over 4,000 Communists, the rest nonparty people -- of those who enrolled in
party education courses either dropped out of study, failea examinations, or
failed in other ways to meet the requiremente of the study plans. This number
would be much greater » Oof course, if the claim made in September 1951 by A, Med-
vedev, head of the Propaganda Sector of the TsK KP(b) of Moldavia, that more
thar 66,000 Communists and nonparty people studied in schools, circles, and in-
dependent,ly during the last school year 1s a more accurate estimate than the
previous reports. (65)

Evening universities of Marxism-leninism were in operation in four large
cities of the republic, a n:r one having been set up under the Bendery Caty
Party Committee.(66) Student enrollment was more than doubled in 1950 - 1951.(68)
Kishinev Evening University > with ar enroliment of 2 »000. graduated 550 per-
5ons, 300 of winm were party and soviet workers. Eighty percent of the gradu-
ates received "excellent" or "good" on examinations; 130 received "excellent"
for all subjects. More than a thousand were promoted to the second-year course,
80 percent of them receiving "good" or "excellent" on examinations. (67)

The Moldavian SSR press has beca very critical of the conduct of study at
evening unive.gities, Foremost among 1ts grievances are the poor instruction,
low sttendance, and the dropping out of students at these schools. Of the Bel'-
tsy Evening University it vas reported that almost one third of the students
abandoned study long before the end of the school year.(68) More than 300 stu-
dents of Kishinev Jniversity had not passed their examinations by the designated
dates; over 100 persons discontinued study and were dismissed from the univer.

1ous shortcomings were noted in the ideological content of lectures and gemi-
nars, and party organizations of Kishinev were criticized for having overbur-
dened some instructors with direct production work and other assignments. (67)

The Republic Party School under the TsK KP(b) of Moldavia in 1951 cele-
brated the fifth anniversary of its founding. More than 700 persons have grad.-
uated since ite inception, last year's number totaling 139.(69)

The Moldavian SSR press noted many deficiencies in the over-all situation
in party education in 1950 - 1951. The lack of qualified propegandiste for all
schools and circles was held responsible for the fact that many courses of study
were conducted on a low ideological level, Some instructors were fouad to be
lacking in "political aculty and passion in exposing the "predatory character
of American-English imperialism."(64) In & number of rayons study in political
schools and circles frequently broke down, and, as a result » study plans re-
mained unfulfilled. 1In April 1951, for example, it wes reported that not one
politicel school in Rezenskly Rayon was meeting its requirements. (63)

The conduct of independent study was found to be deficient also. Consult-

ants and students. Instances were polnted out in which persons registered as
independent students were doing no work at all, (63, 6k, 70)

Tadzhik SSR

More then 45,000 Communists » nonparty people, £nd Komsomols studied in the
1950 - 1951 party education system in Tadzhik SSR. Approximately 5,000 Commu-
rists studied independently, over 6,000 were in political schools, and 6,739
studied in history circles. "Thousands of persons” received instruction in bi-
ography circles, while rayon party schools and evening universities of Marxism-
Leninism accounted for 2 »951 people.(71) The Higher Party School under the re-
public central committee graduated 9k persons, among whom were 77 Tadzhiki and
seven Uzbeks. (72)
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In Leninabad and Stalinabad oblasts many poggﬂcmmools and circles .
¥ere poorly attended » seminars for propagandists were held irregularly, and in-
sufficient aid wag given to independent students. Poor attendance was also

Schools ang circles in Leninabad Cblast were lacking in sufficient texte and
visual ailds for studeats. (73)

Turkmen SSR

About 35,000 persons were in the party educstion system in Turkmen SSR in
1950 - 1951 (7h) All of the more advanced levels of training experienced an
increase ip enrollment, with 70 percent of the republic's Communists studying
in the higher forms of the political education system. The number of persons
engaged in independent study increased twofold in comparison with the 1949 - 1950
8chool yee:, An "overvhelming majority" of propagandists had a higher, incom-
plete higher » Or secondary education, Consolidetion of kolkhozes was reported
to have been an important factor in improving political study in rural areas.
In former years rural political schools and circles usd been set up mainly in
territorial perty organizations, whereas last year they were organized by the
nevly-formed Kolkhoz primary perty organizations.(75)

In the city of Ashkhabad 7 4805 persons were enrolled in the various
branches of the party education system. This total included over 2,000 non-
perty people and 269 Komsomols. Studying independently were 1,469 persons. (76)

The Bureau uf the Tsk KP(b) of Turkmenisten attributed the most serious
shortcomings in political study last year to the poor organizetion and direc-
tion of independent study. A number of students did no reading at all during
the school year, individual and group consultations were rarely held , and party
organizations applied insufficient pressure on those who were not studying. (75)
Other deficiencies in the school system noted in the press were the poor at-
tendance in schools and circles, poor selection of propugandists, the incidence
of students abandoning study, and the inadequate measures taken by party organ-
lzations to increase the theoretical knowledge of propagandists.(7k, 76{

Ukrainian SSR

i More than one million Communists and nonparty people were reported to be in
the party =ducation system in the Ukrainian SSR last year.{77) The number of

propagandicts almost reached 57,000.(78) No breakdown of these figures 1s avail-
able except for Dnepropetrovsk Oblast and the city of Kiev. ’1

In Dnepropetrovsk Oblast over 53,000 Communists and about 40,000 nonp&rty
people and Komsomols ware enrolled in the various forms of party educaticn.(79)
More than 20,000 persons, of whom 8,700 belonged to the nonparty intelligentsia,
studied independently.{80)

0f the 29,000 people studying independently in Kiev, 24,000 were Commu-
nists. Two thousand consultants were assigned to direct their study. During
the postwar years the Kiev Evening University of Marxism-Leninism graduated
4,550 persons. Gradustes of the 1950 - 1951 school year numbered 2,000, of whom
1,300 were Communists.(81)

M. Sinitsa, secretary of the Kiev City Party Commlttee, stated thet & ma-
Jority of the circles and political schools in operation in 1950 - 1951 ful-

filled their study plans on time and improved the quality of study. However,
he said, many schools, circles, lectures and consultations were conducted on a
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lov ideological level, and during the course of the yesr, 1G5 persons dropped
out of the Kiev Evening University. Sinitsa was especially critical of the work
of party organizations of artistic collectives -- the Union of Soviet Writers,
the Union of Soviet Composers, and others. Sinitsa ascribed the inadequate re-
flection of many aspccts of Soviet life in the works of many Ukrainian intel-
lectuals to the failure of these artists t¢ ircrease their theoretical and ideo-
logical knowledge.(81) '

Although the party education system in the Ukraine in 1950 ~ 1951 was re-
ported to be the most successful thus far, many deficiencies in the conduct and
organization of courses on all levels were polnted out in the press.(77, 19, B1)
Specific targets of criticism were Zaporozh'ye and Kharkov oblasts. Zaporozh'ye
party organizations were accused of formalism in assigning students to various
levels of study without regard for their educationel background (77), while
final studies in schools and circles of Khar'kov Oblast took the form of oral
exsmirations inctead of well-organized discussion. (82)

Uzbek SSR

Ninety-five percent of the Communists in the Uzbek SSR and 58,000 nonparty
8ctive workers were in the party educatica system last year.(83) About 11,000
propagandists directed study in schools and circles.(84) More than 6,000 po-
1itical schools and history circles and 2,000 blography circles were in opera-
tion throughout the republic.(85) Studying in the seven evening univeresities
under the city party committees of Tashkent, Fergana, Andizhan, Bukhara, Koke-q,
and Samarkand were approximately 4,000 "representatives of the Soviet intelli-
gentsia,"” 3,000 of them Communists,(86) The Higher Party School under the re-
public central committee graduated over 200 persons . (87) s

At the beginning of March 1951 party education in the Uzbek SSR wag re-
perted 1o be in a geperally poor condition. Attendance in schools and eircles
was irregular, students were dropping out of study, and 8. .Jdy plans were not
being fulfilled. Of the 236 first-year political schools in Tashkent Oblast,
105 had not satisfied their programs by 1 February, and 363 students had by this
date abandoned study. Of the 249 first-year history circles in the oblast,
only 60 had fulfilled their programs. Only 31 out of 420 second-year political
schools had fulfilled their plans; 55 second-year history eirclee were in real.
ity covering first-year material. The situation in Fergana Oblast was scarcely
better. Of the 714 political schools and circles set up there, 265 first-year
and J?éagecond-year schools and circles had not satistied their study sched-
ules.

Again in April 1951 the Uzbek SSR press pointed to the poor attendance in
the republic party education netvork, tu the nonfulfilliment of study plans, and
te the poor quality of instruction. 2t revealed that a majority of political
schools and circles in Syr-Dar'inskiy Rayon, Tashkent Oblast, bhad completely
ceased functioning. 1In Namangan Oblast, especially in rural areas, study plans
were not being followed, while the Andizhan City Committee was not conducting
regular seminars for propagandists. The article also ccored party organizations
for their lack of contrcl over and lack of interest in swudents engaged in in-
dependent study.(85) In conmection with independent study, earlier in the yeer
Bol'shevik ha® reported that over half of the Communists in various Uzbek party
organizations who were registered as independent students had not begun to study
by 1 January 1951.(23) In August 1951, the Uzbek press announced that because
of the irregular operation of a considerable number of political schools and
circles in the city of Tashkent, the school yeer had been extended to permit
them to cover their assigned material.(89)
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Toward the end of the school year the republic press reported & number of
shortcomings in the work of the Tashkent Evening University of Marxism-Leninism
and its 1] affiliates. Lactures and seminars were being conducted on & low
o ideological plane, visual aids and literature were inadequate. Rayon committees
: of Tashkent were held responsible for the fact that a large number of students
K they had sent to study at the university lad dropped out during the school year
0 -~ 29 percent of those from Kuybysheveskiy Rayon, 21 percent from Tsentral'nyy
Rayon.(90) Five hundred twenty-four persons graduated from the university, and
955 passed the first-year examinations.(£9)

The 4'3satisfaction of the TsK KP(b) of Uzbekistan with the operation of
all forms of the party education system was voiced through one of its secretar-
ies, Kh. Tursunov, at a republic conference of party, government, and newspaper
officlals held on 29 - 30 June 1951 to discuss ideological questions,(91) The
situation with regard to the lower forms of party education was highlighted by
the report in Pravda, 11 September 1951 , that half of the number of political
schcols and eircles in the Uzbek SSR did not complete their study plans in 1959
- 1951 end that a considerable number of circles broke up.

2
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